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Case Brief
Caption
Lambert v. Commonwealth, 70 Va. App. 54 (2019)
Facts
Donna Turner was driving Eastbound with a passenger Forrest Ramey on the passenger seat. Approaching her was Lambert, driving his pickup Westbound when he collided on the left with the guardrail. Donna approaching the Truck tries to avoid it but suffers a collision. She sustains injuries, and her passenger dies as a result of the impact.
Procedural History
The case was first presented in the circuit caught where Lambert was indicted for involuntary manslaughter and driving under the influence of drugs. The case was taken to the jury for trial, where Lambert was found guilty of both charges and sentenced to seven years. Lambert appealed the decision at the appellate court, where his convictions were affirmed. 
Issue
Whether Lambert self-administered the drugs and decided to drive, resulting in the death of Forrest Ramey, thus satisfying the criminal law statute.
The rule of law
In the act of proving involuntary manslaughter, the plaintiff must prove that Lambert was self-intoxicated, leading to impaired judgment while driving.
Holding
Yes, Lambert drove under the influence, endangering the lives of road users. It is unlawful to operate a motor vehicle while under any drug, self-administered or otherwise. 
Rationale
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lambert did not intend to cause an accident. However, his action of driving while intoxicated is unlawful, resulting in involuntary manslaughter. He is, therefore, guilty of charges presented against him.
